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For all developers who create models using the Unified Modeling Language (UML) 2.x The

Elements of UML(TM) 2.0 Style sets the rules for style that will improve your productivity - especially

in teams, where understandability and consistency are critical. Coming from renowned UML expert

Scott Ambler, the book furnishes a set of rules for modelling in the UML and describes a collection

of standards and guidelines for creating effective UML diagrams that will be concise and easy to

understand. It provides conventions for: Class diagrams; Timing Diagrams; Use case diagrams;

Composite Structure Diagrams; Sequence diagrams; Interaction Overview Diagrams; Activity

diagrams; Object diagrams; State machine diagrams; Package diagrams; Communication diagrams;

Deployment diagrams and Component diagrams. The Elements of UML(TM) 2.0 Style sets the rules

for style that will improve your productivity.
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With the release of UML 2.0 into the wild, it was inevitable that Ambler would update his Elements of

UML Style book. Like its predecessor, this little book is more a companion than a teacher. You will

not learn how to do UML modeling from this guide--that is not its intent--but you will learn how to

make your UML models more readable and consistent. Ironically, books that do intend to teach you

UML modeling do not talk about "goodness" or accessibility of the model's representation. This

guide brings that balance to your use of UML.There are many "gems" sleeping in his book. In his

section on the Sequence diagram Ambler recommends putting the message text near the receiver



side of the message arrow. This is not subtle: it makes the model significantly easier to

read--especially when evolving the diagram in real-time on a white board. "Prefer Names over

Types for Parameters" is another, and especially true when modeling from an analysis mindset

rather than describing design. I could go on, but that would be redundant. Get the book. Read it.

Consider his recommendations, and feel free to go in another direction if you can justify that

direction is an improvement in clarity and communication.Not everything Ambler says should be

taken as "the way", of course. As an experienced modeler I have certain style preferences to which I

gravitate, and which violate some of Ambler's precepts. In use case diagrams, for example, I always

denote an arrowhead on the actor-to-use case association. I also note specific stereotypes on the

actors of a use case diagram because not all actors in a system are equal in importance in the

project lifecycle. But I follow, and have independently adopted, many of Ambler's recommendations.
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